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Contract Signing for ASC 2016 at the Executive Committee Meeting on 20 November, a delegation 
from the Korean Seed Industry, public sector and convention services, signed a contract for ASC 2016, 
which will be held in Incheon, South Korea on 7-11 November 2016. 
Front row, left to right: Mr. Shin Hyunkwan, Director General of Korean Seed & Variety Service,  
Mr. Chang Hyun Kim, General Manager, Korean Seed Association, Mr. Zhiping Wang and  
Mr. Jack Metzelaar, Treasurer.

RESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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From Goa to Incheon
As APSA’s first President under 
the new Constitution, I am 
halfway through my two-year 
term. We have certainly made 
some progress despite many 
challenges this year but much 
more needs to be done and much 
more needs to be improved.

I hope that all those members who 
attended the Goa Congress last 
month had a good time and that 
everyone enjoyed doing business 
in such a lovely setting. Over 1,023 
delegates and exhibitors from 47 
countries attended the event. 

I would like to congratulate everyone 
involved in organising the Congress, 
with special thanks to our co-hosts 
the Indian National Organising 
Committee (NOC) and our sponsors 
(see photo on page 19). The 
importance of the Asian Seed 
Congress to the seed industry was 
underlined by the presence of three 

key Indian ministers who attended 
the Inaugural Ceremony (see pages 
12-15) to give keynote Congress 
speeches and by the fact that the 
Congress was covered by the Indian 
and Chinese media.

APSA’s members at the General 
Assembly Meeting (GAM) voted 
to approve the position paper 
on Intellectual Property Rights, 
a considerable achievement that 
was facilitated by the Standing 
Committee on Intellectual Property 
Rights & Biodiversity and its Working 
Group, chaired by Mr. Francois 
Burgaud and Dr. Arvind Kapur who 
introduced the IPR draft paper to 
members at the GAM. Dr. Kapur 
writes about the background and 
bene!ts of the IPR position paper  
for APSA members on page 30. 

During the Executive Committee 
meeting on Friday 20 November, 
a delegation from South Korea, 

including the Korea NOC, 
representatives from the Korean 
Seed Association (KOSA), the 
Korean Seed & Variety Service 
(KSVS) and the event organiser, 
signed the contract for the Asian 
Seed Congress (see opposite page) 
to be held in Incheon, South Korea, 
next November. The delegation 
made use of the APSA booth  
during the Congress to promote  
the venue and facilities that 
delegates can expect at ASC 2016. 

APSA also welcomed the 
representatives of the International 
Seed Testing Association (ISTA)  
who not only made presentations  
at workshops but also manned  
a booth in the exhibition area.

There have been some notable 
changes within the APSA Secretariat. 
The Director and Chief Financial 
Of!cer resigned their positions from 
APSA in October. We are actively 
looking for replacements and 
expect to make appointments  
in the New Year. 

At the GAM, Immediate Past 
President, Mr. Avtar Singh Dhindsa, 
retired from his position, which 
means that there will be thirteen 
Executive Committee members 
and three Of!ce Bearers this year. 
Three new members of the EC were 
elected at the GAM: Dr. Dehua Ma, 
Mr. Vaibhav Kashikar and Dr. Casper 
van Kempen. We welcome them  
to the committee and look forward 
to working with them. 

I wish you and your enterprises all 
the very best in 2016. 
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Seed Technology Study Tour 
to the Netherlands 

Visit to Seed Meets Technology Trade Fair

APSA organised a Seed Technology 
Study Tour for its members to the 
Netherlands during 20-26 September 
2015. Ten participants from five 
member companies joined the Tour, 
which was led by Dr. N.K. Dadlani, 
APSA Director of Technical Affairs.

Plantum, the Dutch Seed Association, 
partnered the Tour – Dep. Director, 
Ms. Anke van den Hurk, joined the 
participants on the Tour during the 
visit to the Sakata Field Day and Seed 
Meets Technology (22 Sept.) and also 
addressed participants during their visit 
to Plantum (23 Sept.). Ms. Marion de 
Beuze from Plantum joined the group 
for the visit to Dummen Orange (24 

Sept.). The visit to Plantum facilitated 
the understanding of Plantum’s role in 
engaging with authorities, politicians, 
partners in value chains and society  
for developing industry-friendly policies 
for growth of the seed sector.

The Tour exposed participants to seed 
quality assurance systems, vegetable 
R & D, plant raisers, seed processing 
machinery manufacturers, a seed 
research centre, quality certi!cation  
and a variety of registration systems.

This tour enabled members to see 
advances in technology for sustained 
seed quality assurance, including the 
processes required for effective and 

sustained seed quality assurance 
systems, during their visits to the cutting-
edge seed quality laboratories of leading 
seed companies like Enza Zaden and 
Bejo Zaden, Takii Europe, and Rijk Zwan. 

The participants were impressed  
with the attention given to assuring 
the best quality seeds within these 
companies, which are produced in 
different locations and ecologies of  
the world under very diverse climates, 
but processed in a single location in  
the Netherlands under the basic 
principal of ‘Each Seed Counts’. 

Also, the systems for tracing and 
tracking the seed samples ensured that 

seed companies had complete control of 
each stage in the quality seed production 
process. All the companies visited (Enza, 
Bejo, Rijk Zwaan, Pop Vriend, Takii 
Europe) followed ISTA testing standards 
and have had their Seed Quality 
Laboratories recognised and accredited 
by Naktuinbouw. A special feature of 
testing in all these labs is for seed health. 

Seed processing infrastructure in most 
of these companies was equipped with 
the latest machinery for both short- and 
long-term storage. They had special 
vaults to store germplasm, seeds that 
include samples taken from the lots 
received from various locations used  
for testing, etc. 

The participants also visited Incotec,  
and were exposed to the company’s 
priming (to improve uniformity and  
speed of germination); palleting  
(for better planting ability and carrying 
actives and additives); and coating  
(to improve plant ability) processes.  
They also saw X-ray upgrading and 
Thermo Seed technology. 

The major vegetable seed companies 
visited all had R&D departments at 
the heart of their operations and were 
continuously investing in innovations 
and new productive instruments  
(Enza: 30%; Rijk Zwaan: 30%; Bejo: 
15% of turnover). Rijk Zwaan, Enza  
and Bejo claimed to have over 1,000 

varieties each in the market worldwide 
and their portfolios comprised of 20-50 
different crops. These companies have 
breeding locations in various countries/
continents (Europe, Asia, Africa, North 
& South America) and thus have large 
breeding bases to develop varieties for 
different segments. It was observed  
that all the vegetable seed companies 
had a special focus on resistance 
breeding, using biotechnological tools 
like molecular markers. A few of them 
also focused on breeding varieties 
specially suited for organic farming,  
with Enza having a specialised 
subsidiary Vitalis Organic Seeds and 
Bejo with 150 varieties in 40 crops  
for organic cultivation. 

Participants also visited Seed Meets 
Technology, a trade fair for the latest 
technological developments and 
innovations in the seed industry in the 
Netherlands. The event showcased 
new technologies in seed production 
and handling. A special visit for 
the participants was organised to 
the pavilion of APSA member Seed 
Processing Holland, a major seed 
processing solutions company, who 
demonstrated the functionality of  
their seed threshing, seed air 
separator and seed dryer machinery. 
The participants also visited the 
open day farm demonstration of 
Sakata Seeds, evaluating the field 
performance of their new varieties  
in cauliflower, cabbage and broccoli.

The visit to Beekenkamp, a leading plant 
raiser group producing 1.5 billion young 
plants in vegetables and ornamentals, 
showed that most operations involved no 
human touch to plants, ensuring a high 
standard of quality. All operations were 
under strict phytosanitary and hygiene 
controlled greenhouses (80 hectares 
worldwide with half in the Netherlands). 
Participants had a chance to see the 
operations with chrysanthemum seedlings 
of Deli"or, a leading chrysanthemum 
company, and a partner company of 
Beekenkamp. Machine grafting of 
seedlings was also something new 
for most participants. The seedlings 
were transported within 24 hours to 
destinations in a 1000 km radius (i.e. most 
of Europe) and other places in the world in 
a "eet of climate-controlled trucks. 
Dummen Orange, a leading company 
in ornamentals (Chrysanthemum, 

Carnations, Roses, etc.) explained their 
initiatives on socially and environment 
sensitive technologies for sustainability, 
including a detailed presentation on their 
Green Care programme, the Dummen 
Orange Phytosanitary Umbrella. 

During the visit to Wageningen 
University, the scientists from the 
Wageningen Seed Centre made 
presentations on their research related  
to ‘Ethanol as a measure for seed 
quality’, ‘The role of oxygen in seed 
storage’ and ‘Seed maturity and seed 
tolerance’. They were also explained the 
functioning of iXeed – the CF analyser 
and SeQso – an image based seed 
analysis and sorting tool.

The Tour participants were explained 
the functioning of Naktuinbouw, which 
assesses and certi!es the identity, quality 
and health of horticulture propagating 
material. The three major processes of 
Inspections (quality inspections; plant 
passport; import inspection & quality 
plus systems); Laboratory testing (health 
& quality tests; seed analysis; diagnostic 
tests; DNA tests & forensic tests) and 

Variety testing (admission to list of 
varieties based on DUS; Plant Breeders’ 
Rights research & resistance tests) were 
explained in detail.

The Tour ended with a visit to Hoopman 
Equipment & Engineering, a major seed 
processing and quality lab machinery 
supplier to see how their machines, 
from pre-cleaning to just before 
harvesting, including seed enhancing 
machines, operated. The participants 
were also shown and explained the 
functioning of other agri machinery, 
including an onion harvester.

The participants were impressed 
with the efforts made by many major 
companies on developing human 
resources. They saw the Enza Academy 
for Training, an in-house training centre 
for "oor shop and management staff, and 
Hoopman in collaboration with Centor 
Group, which organises the International 
Seed Academy which in turn runs 
the the Seed Captain programme. 
Wageningen University, which has  
a Master Class on Seed Technology,  
was also popular with the industry. 
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UK-based Croda International Plc announced on 4 December 2015 that it had 
agreed to purchase Incotec Group BV, a Dutch seed care company. The deal, 
which includes debt, was worth 155 million Euros ($164 million). In a press 
release, Croda CEO Steve Foots said that, “Incotec is a rare asset in a niche, 
high-value, fast-growing sector of the global crop market.”

NDUSTRY NEWS

Constant Innovation  
at Guangdong Seed Expo

The 14th Guangdong Seed Expo 
was successfully held in Guangzhou 
City, China on 12 December 2015; 
more than 30,000 people and 400 
companies joined the event. The 
exhibition area featured 200 booths, 
while outside in the demonstration 
field, some 5860 vegetable varieties 
were on display. Well-known 
international companies and local 
companies took the big booths to 
showcase their products, such as 
Syngenta, Known-You, Shandong 
Anxin, Henan Yuyi, Shandong 
Huasheng, Guangdong Helinong, 
Xiamen Zhongxia, Xiamen Wenxing, 
Jingdong, Alibaba and Seminis.

Guangzhou is a major economic centre 
and it was also the earliest place in 
China to import vegetable seeds. 
Many vegetable seed companies have 
come from this region, making a huge 
contribution in promoting good quality 
seeds in China. Many of these companies 
have bene!tted from closely linking  
with international seed companies. 

The Agricultural Technology Extension 
Station of Guangdong Province offered 

land to seed companies to promote new 
varieties; as a result, the 1st Guangdong 
Seed Expo was born on 12 December 
2002, when 2,000 plant varieties were 
sown in the !eld. The organiser gave the 
fair the auspicious symbol “Double 12”, 
and opened a website (www.gd1212.
com, www.gd1212.com).

The fair has become noted for its 
innovation with each expo introducing 
new ways to display products and 
attract onlookers. Perhaps because 
of its advantageous location and the 
status of Guangzhou City, most seed 
companies and seed agents are willing 
to go to Guangzhou to network and 
exchange the latest information. 

Today, the Guangdong Seed Expo is 
considered in the top three of trade 
fairs dealing with the vegetable seed 
industry, following in the footsteps 
of the Wuhan Seed Fair, established 
in 1984, and the Beijing Seed Fair, 
established in 1992.

The number and variety of crops in the 
demonstration !eld at the expo has 
been gradually increasing year by year. 

In 2012, 5,765 varieties were planted  
in the !eld. 

In 2009, the fair was held in an 
international exhibition hall; in 2010, 
the organisers built a 10,000 square 
meter exhibition hall in the !eld, in 
order to streamline access between 
the !eld to the exhibition booth area, 
thereby speeding up trading. In 2011, 
the organisers asked key seed industry 
experts to give their suggestions to 
improve the fair.

In 2013, the organisers introduced 
bidding and divided the service 
contracts in order to streamline  
the organisation of the event.
 
Last year, the organisers invited 
different kinds of delegates to join in 
the fair, expanding the core audience 
of seed companies and seed agents to 
include planters and related institutes, 
especially the agricultural cooperatives. 
In 2015, four new themes were added: 
varieties selection activities, farmers’ 
representatives, an agricultural 
machinery exhibition and an electronic 
commerce experience zone. 

By Wu Man, Agricultural Wealth Magazine 

Croda Purchases Incotec

Agri!Chemical 
Market Set to 
Consolidate with 
Huge DuPont!
Dow Merger

ChemChina 
Chases Syngenta

Change is the order of the day at 
the top of the agri-chemicals and 
seed markets, following the merger 
of two of the leading agri-chem and 
seed companies, DuPont and Dow 
Chemical, into a $130 billion company 
that will de divided into three separate 
publicly-traded companies.

The new company will be named 
DowDuPont and the three companies 
will include: a major agricultural 
company; a material science company; 
and a technology- and innovation-
driven specialty products company.  
The merger is expected to deliver 
about $3 billion in cost savings  
and synergy. 

Analysts say that further consolidation at 
the top of the seed market is possible, 
given that the fall in commodity prices 
has curbed investment in agriculture; 
nearly all the major seed companies 
have had to scale back investment, 
some have divested slow businesses 
and some have announced restructuring 
and share buyback plans. 

The courtship of Syngenta by Monsanto 
(an acquisition that would have 
necessitated divesting the former’s 
seed business to avoid anti-trust issues) 
shows how the major players are 
considering M&A as a solution to  
falling crop prices, a strong dollar and  
to counter moves by competitors. 

On 12 November 2015, the China 
National Chemical Corporation, better 
known as ChemChina, announced  
a $45 billion bid for Syngenta AG.  
The bid comes after a long-running 
attempt by Monsanto to purchase 
Syngenta; in August 2015, Monsanto 
dropped its $46 billion cash-and-stock 
bid for Syngenta after it was rejected  
by the latter’s management.

Analysts expect that either Monsanto 
or ChemChina will eventually acquire 
Syngenta, but noted that accepting 
ChemChina’s offer would result in fewer 

anti-issues than a Monsanto-Syngenta 
tie-up, and it may be that Syngenta 
would signi!cantly bene!t from a new 
and large customer base in China. 

The agri-chemicals and seed 
markets are likely to undergo further 
transformations in the near future 
and various deals and hook-ups will 
emerge, as companies have to deal with 
increasingly expensive research and 
development. Exactly how changes at 
the top of the seed market will affect 
many of the small- and medium-sized 
seed companies remains unknown. 

Croda, which produces ingredients 
for cosmetics, works in the sector 
through its Life Sciences division, which 
supplies chemicals and related services 
to protect crops and enable higher 
yields. Croda’s move mirrors BASF’s 
acquisition of Becker Underwood in 
2012 and it is thought that Croda will 
combine its research capabilities with 
those of Incotec’s to further its position 
in the global agri-chemicals industry, 
particularly in the high-margin seed 
enhancement segment of the market. 

Supported by Croda, Incotec will retain 
its independence and brand identity  
but will offer a broader range of 
products in the future. Incotec posted 
revenue of 71 million Euros in 2014. 
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Opening the Incotec booth at ASC 2015
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RE!CONGRESS WORKSHOP

Establishing and Operating 
a Seed Business in India

Mr. Rao felt that rising seed 
production costs and high costs of 
technologies like GM traits were 
among the main challenges that the 
industry faced. He highlighted the 
opportunities that arose from the 
expansion of cultivation areas under 
hybrid rice, corn and vegetable crops, 
and export markets in Asia and Africa. 

Dr. R.R. Hanchinal (Chairman, PPV 
& FRA) said that India was one of 
the 17 mega-biodiversity countries, 
rich in endemic species representing 
33% of the country’s "ora and how 
the implementation of an intellectual 
property rights regime in the country 
had helped improve the introduction 
of new and improved varieties in the 
seed trade, which had signi!cantly 
improved the crop production in the 
country. He noted that 102 crops 
had been noti!ed for protection 
under PPV & FRA and so far nearly 
2,000 varieties had been protected. 

Mr. Raju Barwale (Mahyco) 
spoke about the process of 
commercialisation of GM crops 
in India. He emphasised that the 

success of Bt cotton in India was 
the result of a collective effort 
by the Government, scientists, 
seed companies and farmers. He 
added that the fact that it was still 
commercially popular 13 years after 
its deregulation, showed a robust 
regulatory process. He mentioned 
that several GM events were under 
testing, mainly in the public sector, 
and !eld trials in chickpea and 
mustard had shown appreciable 
results. Bt brinjal, pending approval 
in India, had become popular with 
farmers in Bangladesh, where it had 
been commercialised. Mr. Barwale 
said that the development cycle of 
a GM crop was long (8-10 years) 
and stressed the importance of 
stewardship for long-term bene!ts. 

In his presentation, Dr. D.D.K. 
Sharma (Addl. Plant Protection 
Adviser, GoI) outlined the various 
steps the Government had initiated 
to facilitate seed movement across 
borders. Dr. Sharma said that all 
plant quarantine (PQ) activities 
were being streamlined through 
an online PQ information system. 

More than 150 Congress delegates 
attended this year’s Pre-Congress 
Workshop, which was held under 
the title of ‘Establishing and 
Operating a Seed Business in 
India’. The high turnout indicated 
that delegates were keen to learn 
about how to invest in the fast 
growing Indian seed industry. 

APSA President, Mr. Zhiping Wang, 
welcomed delegates, noting that 
India was among the fastest growing 
countries in seed business and that 
many APSA member companies 
were keen to invest in India. 

The Workshop was chaired by 
Agriculture Secretary, Mr. Siraj 
Hussain. In his opening remarks,  
he invited everyone to work with the 
Indian seed sector. He emphasised 
that quality seed, the foundation to 
modern agriculture, had received 
its due importance in agriculture 
development planning, in the large 
network of research organisations 
and in the number of seed testing 
laboratories in the country, 
providing a solid base for crop seed 

development and the production  
of quality seeds. 

Co-Chair, Dr. Dehua Ma, recounted 
how at the last year’s Congress in 
Macau, of!cials from China guided 
APSA delegates about what was 
needed for investing in the Chinese 
seed industry and at this Congress, 
delegates looked forward to !nding 
out about India.

The opening presentation by  
Mr. R.K. Singh (Ministry of 
Agriculture) recounted the reforms 
and progressive steps taken by 
the Government over the past 
!ve decades to encourage the 
Indian seed sector. Starting with 
implementing an institutional 
framework for seed sector 
operations though the Seeds Act 
(1966), Mr. Singh traced the policies 
used to facilitate farmers’ access to 
quality seeds of improved varieties. 
A major milestone was the New 
Policy for Seed Development in 
1989, which liberalised imports of 
high productive seeds from across 
the world.

Other important policies included 
the Enactment of Protection of 
Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights 
Act, 2001(PPV & FRA) which was 
introduced to balance breeders’ 
rights and farmers’ interests. 
The National Seed Policy (2002) 
provided equal opportunities for the 
growth of public and private sectors; 
100% foreign direct investments 
through automatic routes in the seed 
sector; membership of OECD seed 
schemes; and encouraged ISTA 
accreditation of public and private 
seed testing labs. He also noted the 
revised Exim Policy (2015) and the 
New Seed Bill, pending parliament’s 
approval, as progressive steps. 

Mr. M. Prabhakar Rao (President, 
NSAI) endorsed Mr. Singh’s remarks, 
saying that the various government 
policies over time had facilitated the 
growth of the Indian seed sector, 
particularly the private sector. He 
mentioned that the support received 
initially from public sector research 
systems and liberalised policies for 
seed imports, were the drivers for 
the growth of the seed sector.  

He mentioned that the measures 
for ‘ease of doing business’ had 
been initiated and a single window 
system with integration of PQIS, 
and Customs EDI system, and 
the establishment of National 
Agricultural Biosecurity System  
were being developed. 

Mr. C. Partha Sarathi (Govt. of 
Telangana) in his presentation 
stressed that the seed sector should 
not be seen just as a business but 
also as part of overall development. 
He mentioned that Hyderabad 
(Telengana State), in view of its 
congenial environment, favorable 
logistics, good connectivity and 
availability of trained manpower, 
had emerged as the seed capital 
of India. He added that the state 
(provincial) government, through its 
various policies, had facilitated its 
growth. Some of the programmes, 
like development of seed villages, 
revival of seed production farms, 
regular government and industry 
interactions, and improved support 
systems for power supply and 
infrastructure, were showing results. 
He invited the interested investors  
to the Seed Capital of India. 

The formal presentation session 
was followed by a Round Table 
discussion on ‘Seed Business in 
India’. Moderated by Mr. Venkatram 
Vasantavada (Advanta Seeds), 
the discussion offered different 
perspectives on the seed business 
in the country. While Mr. Vinod Gaur, 
CMD of National Seeds Corporation, 
discussed the public sector, Mr. 
Satish Joshi (East West Seeds) 
and Ms. Caroline Laterier (HM 
Clause) shared their experiences 
of starting and operating the seed 
business in India. Mr. Venkatram, 
representing an Indian seed MNC, 
highlighted the opportunities in India 
for seed companies. Mr. Niranjan 
Kollipara (GARC Seeds) shared 
the perspectives of the small- and 
medium-sized seed players in India. 
Mr. Saikat De (Bayer) highlighted 
activities related to child labor, 
environmental protection, education 
and health of seed producers, etc. 
undertaken by the seed companies 
under the ‘Corporate Social 
Responsibility’ programmes of 
private seed companies. 
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Agriculture Secretary, Mr. Siraj Hussain



PSA’s 23rd Asian Seed Congress (ASC) was held in Goa, India on  
16-20 November at the Grand Hyatt Goa Hotel. The ASC, which is  
the largest global event organised by a regional seed association,  
was attended by over 1,000 delegates from 47 countries, with some 

delegates travelling from as far away as Peru and Chile. 
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Over 1,000 Delegates Go to Goa for 23rd Congress
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This year’s Congress was the !rst to be held in India 
since the 2008 ASC in Hyderabad. APSA organised 
the Congress in collaboration with the National Seed 
Association of India (NSAI), which set up a National 
Organising Committee (NOC), chaired by Mr. Prabakar 
Rao, for the event.

The sponsors for this year’s Congress were: Gold 
Sponsors Indo-American Hybrid Seeds and Bharat Nursery 
(Chakra Seeds); Silver Sponsors Bombay Super Seeds 
and Noble Seeds; and Pre-Congress Workshop Sponsor 
Bayer CropScience.

The Congress venue was situated in a spectacular setting 
facing the Indian Ocean, and the lush gardens of the hotel 
provided a natural, relaxing backdrop for both the Welcome 
Cocktail Party and the Grand Banquet.

Registration this year began on Monday 16 November. 
Earlier APSA’s keen golfers had registered for this year’s 
APSA Gold Tournament, which was held at the Lalit Golf & 

Spa Resort, and sponsored by Wuhan Yafei Seed, which 
also provided golf umbrellas and polo shirts for the ever-
popular raf"e at the Welcome Cocktail Party. You can see 
APSA’s golf stars on page 23.

The !rst day at the Asian Seed Congress kicked off with  
a session that focused on the host country, in this case, 
India and its fast-growing seed industry and agricultural 
sector. More than one hundred APSA delegates signed 
up for the workshop, ‘Establishing and Operating a Seed 
Business in India’, which was chaired by Mr. Siraj Hussain, 
the Secretary of Agriculture (see pages 10-11). 

This year's tours for accompanying persons were 
organised on each day of Congress, and as Goa is  
a premier tourist destination, they proved very popular, 
especially the full day tour that visited a spice plantation. 

APSA’s Executive Committee met prior to Congress to go 
through the programme, and discuss and prepare for the 
General Assembly Meeting. 

Photo by Chinmay Agashe
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he ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Goa Hotel was 
packed with delegates on Tuesday morning 17 
November as people gathered for the ASC’s 
Inaugural Ceremony. 

This year, three Indian government ministers – Union 
Minister for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Shri Radha 
Mohan Singh, Union Minister for Urban Development,  
Shri Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu and the Minister  
of State for Agriculture, Dr. Sanjeev Kumar Balyan – 
attended the Inaugural Ceremony. 

The ceremony began with a performance of Indian classic 
and folk dance by master female dancers, which the leader 
of the troupe described as “an ode to the seed … the 
beginning of life.”

The event's Master of Ceremonies welcomed APSA’s 
distinguished guests and delegates to the ceremony.  
She explained that the ceremony would formally start  
with the lighting of an auspicious lamp by APSA’s guests, 
which was an ancient Indian tradition that would bring  
good fortune. She invited APSA President, Mr. Zhiping 
Wang, and NOC Chair, Mr. Prabakar Rao, to pass candles  
to the government ministers for them to light the lamp. 

She then invited President Wang to the podium to 
make his welcoming speech. He noted that the Asian 
Seed Congress had grown exponentially since the !rst 
event in Chiang Mai, Thailand in 1994, and that APSA’s 
membership had also grown dramatically during the  
past twenty years. 

In commenting on the importance of the Asian Seed 
Congress to the global seed industry, he said that this year, 
ASC 2015 would be focused on the Indian seed industry 
and its growing importance not only to the Asia-Paci!c 
region, but also to the world. At the end of his speech, 
President Wang declared the Congress open. 

NOC Chair, Mr. Rao, then made his opening speech in which 
he said that ASC 2015 was the fourth time APSA had held  
a congress in India. He welcomed APSA’s delegates 
to India by saying that “India is one of the largest seed 
producing and seed consuming countries in the world. 
The Indian seed industry is becoming a source of quality 
seeds in a large range of crops for many Asian and African 
countries.” He also said that those in the Indian seed 
industry were working with policy-makers and regulators to 
simplify existing rules and regulations for ‘hassle-free trade.’

The three Government ministers then each made a speech. 
Union Agriculture Minister Singh said that it was ‘very apt’ 
that APSA has chosen India for its Congress because ‘India 
is now emerging as a big economic power and agriculture 
is one of the important sectors which will substantially 
contribute to the growth of our economy.” He added that 
India’s share of the global seed market was less than  
two per cent, but as the country had great potential as  
a supplier of hybrid seeds, especially for vegetables, !eld 
crops and "owers, the aim, via the National Seed Policy, 
was to gain a 10 per cent share by 2020. “The Indian seed 
industry can become a major supplier of seeds for global 
markets,” he said.

Minister Singh also noted that the Indian Central 
Government has been working to help the seed sector 
grow more, both domestically and in the international arena. 
“We are committed to seeing the growth of this sector in a 
transparent and sustainable manner at a much faster pace.” 

In his speech, Minister Naidu made a special plea to the 
international community to be aware of the issues faced by 
farmers and agriculture in India. He also talked about the 
importance of seeds, soil and water for farmers in India. 

With the speeches over, the Ministers were then escorted 
round the exhibition and trading table areas by APSA 
President Mr. Wang and NOC Chair Mr. Rao. 

Inaugural Ceremony: Unity in Diversity

T

ASC 2015 Fact Box
Total number of delegates: 1,001
Accompanying persons: 40
Exhibitors: 15
Booths: 40
Trading tables: 155
Private meeting rooms: 7
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ASC 2015 Booth Award Winners

Sakata Seed 
Corporation

Indo-American Hybrid Seeds VNR Seeds

The APSA Booth this year was shared 
with Korea Convention Services, who 
formed part of the Korean delegation to 
promote ASC 2016 in Incheon, South 
Korea. Ms. Mi Jin Kim (left) was on hand 
to answer delegates’ queries and provide 
them with information and promotional 
details for ASC 2016. 

SIAN SEED CONGRESS 2015

1st Prize

2nd Prize 3rd Prize
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Cocktail Party by the Sea
fter the Inaugural Ceremony and the !rst 
afternoon of trading, delegates were more 
than ready to let their hair down at the !rst 
of the eagerly anticipated Congress social 

events – The Welcome Cocktail Party.

The setting for the party was on the lush lawns of 
the venue hotel, facing the moonlit sea and framed 
by swaying palm trees. President Wang, who urged 
delegates to loosen their ties and get into the swing of 
things, kicked off proceedings by welcoming everyone 
to the event. He said that presentations would be 
made straight away so that delegates had more time to 
mingle and network with their friends and colleagues. 

He thanked all of this year’s sponsors for their 
support and he also thanked all the members of the 
National Organising Committee ( ) of the National 
Seed Association of India, and invited the NOC Chair, 
Mr. Prabakar Rao, to join him on the stage. 

Mr. Rao also made a short speech to thank everyone 
for the hard work they had done in preparing for 
Congress. The MC then introduced all of this year’s 
sponsors (see page 13 for a full list of sponsors) and 
invited them onto the stage to receive plaques and 
awards for their contributions to ASC 2015. 

A
After the sponsors’ presentations, the MC read out  
the winners of this year’s APSA Golf Tournament  
(see page 24 for details). A representative of Wuhan 
Yafei Seed, Ms. Lu Lu, was invited onto the stage to 
present the awards. As with last year’s tournament, the 
winner, Mr. Dong Hyun Yang, was from South Korea. 

Ms. Lu Lu also gave away Wuhan Yafei umbrellas and 
golf tournament polo shirts to those lucky delegates 
whose names cards were picked out of a glass jar. 
There was tremendous excitement for this fun activity 
and each winner was cheered and whistled as they 
went up on stage to receive their lucky prize.

After the presentations, the MC then introduced 
Mr. Gurukkal of Choorakkody Kalari Sangham who 
explained the background to Indian martial arts.  
He and his team then proceeded to give a spectacular 
performance of this ancient tradition, which included 
hand-to-hand combat (complete with acrobatic 
back"ips and somersaults), sword !ghting and  
staff (wooden stick) techniques. 

With the presentations and performances complete, 
President Wang wished everyone the best of success 
at the Congress. And a thoroughly good time was  
had by all. 
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Grand Banquet
he theme for this year’s Grand Banquet 
was a Goa Carnival. As with the Welcome 
Cocktail Party, the event was held on the 
sprawling seaside lawns of the Congress 

venue, but this time, the whole area was festooned 
with carnival decorations, such as huge masks, 
colorful archways and feathered eye masks.

All the tables had small eye masks, a feature of 
Catholic carnival celebrations everywhere. Many 
delegates joined in the tradition by donning colorful 
feathered eye masks (like Venetian balls of days  

gone past). After three days of negotiating deals  
and making presentations to clients and colleagues, 
APSA’s delegates were ready to unwind and relax. 

President Wang made a short speech in which 
he congratulated every one for an enjoyable and 
successful Congress. Moving along briskly, he 
explained that the Grand Banquet would depart  
from the schedule of previous years and all prizes, 
awards and plaques would be given out straight-away 
so that delegates could enjoy the rest of the evening 
dancing or socialising.

T

Photos by John Clewley

Booth award winner’s Sakata Seed

ASC 2015 NOC

King of the Carnival
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First up on stage were the three booth awards 
winners. Representatives from the third placed booth, 
VNR Seeds, came up !rst, followed by the second-
placed Indo-American Hybrid Seeds and then  
the winning booth, Sakata Seed Corporation. The 
enthusiastic Sakata Seed team was well-received  
by delegates who cheered and clapped their win. 

He asked his NOC Chair, Mr. Rao, to join him on  
stage and Mr. Rao explained brie"y how the NOC  
had worked on the event and then in turn each  
NOC member came up to the stage to receive  
a plaque from President Wang. 

With the Indian NOC Team remaining on stage, 
President Wang then introduced delegates from  

the Korean NOC Team. They joined their Indian  
NOC counterparts on stage for the APSA Flag 
Ceremony, during which the flag was passed  
from the Indian NOC to President Wang then  
to Mr. Hyun-Ho Shin, the General Manager of  
the Korean Seed Association (KOSA), who  
proudly held the flag aloft to cheers from on  
looking delegates.

Mr. Shin made a speech in which he said that  
he and the 2016 ASC NOC were looking forward  
to welcoming APSA delegates to Incheon,  
the Congress city in 2016. He added that  
preparations were already well underway  
and that he felt confident that ASC 2016  
in South Korea would be a big success. 

SIAN SEED CONGRESS 2015

International Meetings 2016

DATE MEETING VENUE

30 Jan – 2 Feb ASTA 55th Vegetable & Flower Seed 
Conference Anaheim, CA, USA

1 – 3 Mar AFSTA Congress 2016 Nairobi, Kenya

4 – 8 Apr IPPC – Eleventh Commission  
on Phytosanitary Measures Rome, Italy

14 – 16 Mar UPOV - Technical Committee Geneva, Switzerland

18 Mar UPOV - Council Meeting Geneva, Switzerland

15 – 18 May ISF World Seed Congress Punta del Este, Uruguay

15 – 17 Jun ISTA Seed Symposium Tallinn, Estonia

28 – 30 Aug ISF Tree and Shrub Seed  
Group Meeting Sopron, Hungary

Sept (TBA) Beijing Seed Expo Beijing, China

27 – 29 Sept CIMMYT 50th anniversary El Batan, Mexico

Sept (TBC)  APSA-AVRDC TYLCV Workshop Bangalore or Delhi, India

9 – 13 Oct ESA Annual General Meeting Rome, Italy

24 – 28 Oct UPOV - Administrative and  
Legal Committee Geneva, Switzerland

29 Oct UPOV - Council Meeting Geneva, Switzerland

6 – 7 Nov ASTA Farm & Lawn  
Seed Conference Kansas City, Missouri, USA

7 – 11 Nov Asian Seed Congress Incheon, South Korea

Dec (TBC) Guangdong Seed Expo Guangzhou, China

5 – 9 Dec ASTA Corn & Sorghum Seed  
Research Conference Chicago, USA
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his year’s APSA Golf Tournament was held 
bright and early in the morning of Monday 
16 November, at the Lalit Golf & Spa Resort.  
The stunningly beautiful links course, which  

faces the Arabian Sea, is a popular venue for Bollywood 
!lm shoots.

APSA’s golfers at this year’s tournament came mainly 
from South Korea, India and Sri Lanka. The overall 

winner of the tournament was Mr. Dong Hyun Yang 
who carded an impressive net score of 66. The longest 
drive was achieved on the 8th hole by Mr. Yong Dong 
Chung and the closest to the pin was achieved on  
the 5th hole by Mr. Senthilnathan Sengottuvel. 

The photograph shows the golfers picking up their 
awards from Ms. Lu Lu of Wuhan Yafei Seed, APSA’s 
golf sponsor. 

he National Seed Associations meeting 
at ASC 2015 attracted a total of nineteen 
national seed associations, including the 
African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA); 

American Seed Trade Association (ASTA); Australian 
Seed Federation (ASF); Chilean Seed Association; 
China National Seed Association (CNSA); HORTINDO; 
International Seed Federation (ISF); Japan Seed Trade 
Association (JASTA); Korean Seed Association (KOSA); 
Korean Seed and Variety Services (KSVS); National Seed 
Association of India (NSAI); Philippine Seed Industry 
Association (PSIA); Seed Association Kyrgyzstan (SAK); 
Seed Association of Pakistan (SAP); Seed Entrepreneurs 
Association of Nepal (SEAN); Taiwan Seed Society (TSS); 
Taiwan Seed Trade Association (TSTA); Thai Seed Trade 
Association (THASTA) and Turkish Seed Association. 

Five association representatives made presentations  
at the meeting. 

Mr. Michael Leader (ASF) spoke on how the ASF  
was generating revenue to strengthen its !nancial  
position, and about the federation’s code of practices 
on labeling and marketing. He also talked about the 
federation’s engagement with the authorities for the 
harmonisation of emergency measure protocols for 
vegetable seed imports, seed health procedures  
and development of PRAs. 

Dr. Dehua Ma (CNSA) outlined the process for the 
Enterprise Credit Rating under which seed enterprises 
were rated to guide farmers on the credibility of various 
seed companies.

Dr. Kalyan Goswami (NSAI) talked about organising 
a successful Indian Seed Congress 2015, and 
about workshops on ABS guidelines and exporting 
seeds from India. He also said that NSAI had signed 
agreements with the Bangladesh Seed Association  
to develop the seed sector in the region.

Dr. Mary Ann Sayoc (PSIA) spoke about monthly 
meetings at which a technical expert discusses 
an important seed industry issue. During the year, 
resource persons from Customs, Plant Quarantine, 
National Food Authority and Department of 
Agriculture Policy Research Service, updated 
members about the latest steps for supporting the 
seed sector. She also noted that PSIA had secured 
representation on important Government boards  
like the Board of National Seed Industry Council  
and the Plant Variety Protection Board.

Mr. Bilal Ahmad (SAP) said that the most signi!cant 
development was the SAP’s engagement with the 
Pakistan Government on the Seed Amendment Bill  
of 2015.

After the !ve presentations, representatives of KOSA 
and KSVS made a presentation on ASC 2016, which 
will be held in Incheon, South Korea.  

A discussion ensued on various topics and issues,  
and attendees learned about efforts by APSA to 
strengthen the Myanmar seed sector, the status of 
OECD certi!cation and securing ISTA membership  
for China. 

APSA’s Golfers Master Chip 
and Run on Links Course

National Seed Associations’ Meeting

T
T

This year’s Congress was covered by both the 
Indian and the Chinese media. Mr. Wu Man, a 
Guangzhou-based journalist who writes for the 
Chinese-language magazine Agricultural Wealth  
has covered several Asian Seed Congresses, 
including the Goa event. During the Congress, 
he published an update on the Congress and the 
General Assembly Meeting for the online Choi  
Jun agricultural !nance network (see screenshot).

The Indian media also sent reporters from both  
the public and private sectors to the Congress, 
many of whom attended the Inaugural Ceremony 
as several government ministers gave keynote 
speeches. The Economic Times reported that  
Union Agriculture Minister, Radha Mohan Singh, 
had said that India has ‘huge potential’ to become 
a global supplier of hybrid seeds, especially for 
vegetables, field crops and flowers.

ASC 2015 in the Media

SIAN SEED CONGRESS 2015

Dr. Kalyan Goswami
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Seed Technology: The keynote presentation was  
‘ISTA: Membership, Accreditation and the Asia Paci!c 
Region’ by Dr. Beni Kaufman (Secretary General, ISTA), 
during which, he explained the objectives and vision of 
ISTA, its structure and accreditation process. Reports 
were made on the APSA seed technology study tour to 
Holland (September 2015), APSA-ISF collaboration on 
seed treatment and a call was made to share information  
on Asian crops of importance, which were not covered  
by ISTA.

Trade & Marketing: The session proceedings then 
began with a presentation on ‘Thailand Seed Hub’ by 
Ms. Suwimol Thanomsub (Department of Agriculture, 
Thailand) in which she outlined the master plan including 
vision, objectives, the team and focus crops for the 
Thailand Seed Hub. Dr. N.K. Dadlani presented a report 
on the APSA Phytosanitary Expert Consultation organised 
in August 2015. He announced that a follow-up meeting 
was planned for the beginning of 2016.

Intellectual Property Rights & Biodiversity: Short 
updates were made on the activities of UPOV and the East 
Asia Plant Variety Protection (EAPVP) Forum. Mr. Francois 
Burgaud also made a presentation on ‘Access and bene!t 
sharing in APSA region: Preparations for the future’. He 
said that ITPGRFA, with its multilateral exchange system 
for 64 crops at present, was a better system for bene!t 
sharing than perhaps Nagoya protocol, which is yet to 
be adopted by most nations. Dr. N.K. Dadlani presented 
a brief report on the IPR Workshop (May 2015) and 
Dr. Arvind Kapur, the Chair of the IPR Working Group, 
presented the highlights of the APSA Position Paper.

Cover Crops: Presentations were made on ‘ Forage crops: 
Current status of breeding on forage crops and future 
prospects’ by Prof. T. Yamada of Hokkaido University, 
Japan, and Co-Chair, Mr. Venkatram Vasantavada,  
on ‘Forage Opportunity – Asia’. Members proposed  
a study tour to South Korea (the venue for ASC 2016). 

Field Crops: The session featured two important 
presentations: ‘Asia’s Maize Seed Industry: Growth and 
Opportunities’ by Dr. B. M. Prasanna (Director, Global 
Maize Programme, CIMMYT) and ‘Future Prospects  
for Sorghum and Pearl Millet in the Asia Paci!c Region’  
by Dr. C.L.L. Gowda (former DDG – Research, ICRISAT). 
Dr. Gowda also mentioned the opportunities for the  
Asian seed industry in Africa.

Hybrid Rice: Two presentations were made: ‘Recent 
advances in Hybrid Rice in Asia’ by Mr. Amit Trikha  
(Asia Paci!c Head of Seeds, Bayer Crop Science) 
and ‘Application of SNP chip to commercial breeding  
for green super rice cultivars in China’ by Dr. Junhua  
Peng (China National Seed Group). Dr. N. K. Dadlani  
then presented a brief report on the recently concluded 
APSA hybrid rice study tour to China. The group was 
informed about a proposed hybrid rice study tour to  
India (March, 2016) and the National Rice Congress  
of the Philippines (14-18 March, 2016).

Vegetables & Ornamentals: Mr. Jack Metzelaar, Chair  
of the group, informed the participants about the objective 
of the session to establish more activities outside the 
Congress through study groups and tours. Mr. Jaap van 
der Meij (Grow Group, Netherlands) presented on ‘Grafting 
as an instrument for disease and pest resistance in 
vegetables’. Mr. Jaap discussed the details of the methods 
and advantages of grafting for disease and pest resistance 
in vegetables. Dr. N. K. Dadlani presented updates on 
APSA research and other projects (TyLCV resistance 
with AVRDC; TOSPO virus with Biotec, Thailand; Asia 
Solanaceous Round Table – ASRT; Myanmar Vegetable 
Sector Acceleration Roundtable – VSAT). A brief report was 
also made on the Vegetable Study Tour to New Zealand, 
which gave an insight into the successful vegetable seed 
production enterprises in the country. Discussions on future 
(2016) activities included developing and communicating 
GAP guidelines for seed production and sensitising the 
farmers and seed producers about IPR and child labour 
issues. Study tours to the Netherlands and India were  
also proposed. 

All SC/SIG presentations are available on www.apsaseed.org

APSA’s Standing Committee and Special 
Interest Groups active and busy at ASC 2015

Standing Committees (SCs) Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
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General Assembly Ratifies IPR Paper

Standing Committees 
(SCs) 2016

Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) 2016

This year’s General Assembly 
Meeting was held in the ballroom 
of the Grand Hyatt Goa, 2:00pm  
on Thursday 19 November.

After a quorum was established, 
APSA’s President, Mr. Zhiping Wang, 
welcomed members to the meeting. 
After the agenda was adopted,  
the President asked for adoption 
of the minutes from the General 
Assembly Meeting held in Macau  
on 13 November 2014 and this  
was passed by the meeting.

The President then gave his report 
on APSA’s activities in 2015 in 
which he !rst explained that the 
association had made the transition 
successfully to a new constitution 
during 2015. He said that APSA was 
continuing to work on the renewal  
of its registration from the Royal Thai 
Government, and that he expected  
a new director and a chief accountant 
would be in place in the New Year.

He also gave an update on activities 
held by the Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) and Standing Committees 
(SCs) in 2015, which included 
reports on the phytosanitary 

workshop held in Bangkok, a hybrid 
rice study tour to China and a seed 
treatment study tour to Holland.  
He added that the IPR and 
Biodiversity Standing Committee 
had been working on a !nal draft  
of an IPR position paper, which 
would be presented later to 
members at the GAM for rati!cation. 

He mentioned that he and various 
EC members had visited a number 
of important meetings around the 
world, including the ISF’s World 
Seed Congress in Kracow and 
ISTA’s Annual Meeting in Uruguay. 

On communications, he said that 
APSA had successfully relaunched 
Asian Seed magazine and the 
APSA calendar had proved  
popular with members. 

Finally, he noted that preparations 
were already well underway for 
the next Congress to be held in 
Incheon, South Korea on 7-11 
November 2016 and that the 
National Organising Committee  
of ASC 2016 would sign the 
contract for the event on Friday  
20 November. 

APSA Treasurer, Mr. Jack Metzelaar, 
then gave his !nancial report, which 
included the audited !nancial report 
for 2013, projected results for 
year end 2014, as well as budget 
updates for 2015 and 2017. 

Dr. Arvind Kapur, Chair of the IPR  
and Biodiversity Standing Committee, 
made a short presentation on the 
background of the position paper  
on IPR. After this, members voted  
to ratify the position paper. 

With several EC members 
retiring from their positions, three 
nominated candidates for the  
EC – Dr. Casper van Kempen,  
Mr. Vaibhav Kashikar and Dr. Dehua 
Ma – each gave a short introduction 
on their background and experience 
to the meeting; all three were 
elected to the EC. 

Service awards were given to 
outgoing Immediate Past President 
Mr. Avtar Singh Dhindsa, EC 
members Dr. Manish Patel and  
Mr. Sachin Bhalinge. 

The next EC meeting will be on  
1-2 June in Bangkok. 
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Name Position

Standing Committee on Seed Technology

Mr. Johan van Asbrouk Chair

Dr. Tso – Chi Yang Co - Chair

Standing Committee on Intellectual
Property Rights & Biodiversity

Dr. Arvind Kapur Chair

Mr. Tsukasa Kawakami Co - Chair

Standing Committee on Trade & Marketing

Mr. Niranjan K. Kollipara Chair

Dr. Dehua Ma Co - Chair

Name Position

Special Interest Group – Cover Crops  
(Forage & Amenity Seeds)

Mr. Venkatram Vasantavada Chair

Ms. Brenda Dossey Co - Chair

Special Interest Group – Field Crops

Dr. P. Sateesh Kumar Chair

Mr. Tahir Saleemi Co - Chair

Special Interest Group – Hybrid Rice

Dr. Rakesh Chopra Chair

Mr. Vaibhav Kashikar Co - Chair

Special Interest Group – Vegetables & Ornamentals

Mr. Michel Devarrewaere Chair

Mr. Jack Metzelaar Co - Chair
The secretary for all groups is  
Dr. N. K. Dadlani (dadlani@apsaseed.org)

SIAN SEED CONGRESS 2015
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OB and EC Members 2015!2016

Name/Designation Organisation Name Category* Elected Re-elected

Office Bearers

Mr. Zhiping Wang    
President Celestial Seeds Co., Ltd. China A - SE Feb-12

Ms. Brenda Dossey
Vice-President Gold Coast Agribusiness Pty. Ltd. A - SE Co-opted

2013

Mr. Jack Metzelaar Clause (Thailand) Co., Ltd. A - SE Co-opted
2013

Members

Mr. Noboru Nagai Kaneko Seeds Co., Ltd. Japan A - SE 2010 2013

Mr. Tahir Saleemi Haji Sons A - SE 2014

Mr. Vaibhav Kashikar Ankur Seeds A - SE 2015

Government Seed Agencies

Dr. Tso-Chi Yang Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station Council of 
Agriculture, Executive Yuan B - Gov't 2013

Dr. Mi-Hee Yang Korea Seed & Variety Service, Ministry for Food, Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (MIFAFF) B - Gov't 2013

Mr. Tsukasa Kawakami National Center for Seeds and Seedlings (NCSS) B - Gov't Co-opted 
2013

Seed Associations

Ms. Vanida Angsuphan
Thai Seed Trade 
Association C - Seed Assoc Co-opted

2013

Mr. Dehua Ma China National Seed 
Association, China C - Seed Assoc 2012

Associate Members

Ms. Anke van den Hurk Plantum NL 
The Netherlands D - Associate 2010 2013

Dr. Casper Van Keuipen Anti-Infringement Bureau D - Associate 2015

Back row, left to right: Noburo Nagai, Dr. Tso-Chi Yang, Tsukasa Kawakami,
Dr. Mi-Hee Yang, Tahir Saleemi, Vanida Angsuphan, Dr. Casper van Kempen,
Dr. Dehua Ma, Vaibhav Kashikar

Front row, left to right: Brenda Dossey (Vice President), Zhiping Wang (President) 
and Jack Metzelaar (Treasurer)

Anke van den Hurk was absent from EC #65 meeting (see photo right).

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Jo

hn
 C

le
w

le
y

30 ! ASIAN SEED ASIAN SEED ! 31

PSA MATTERS

IPR Position Paper Ratified
After Long Journey
The Background: More than half of 
the global population lives in APSA's 
member countries, and the majority in 
these countries is directly or indirectly 
engaged in agriculture. Most farmers 
have smallholdings, which provide 
subsistence agriculture. Consequently, 
sustainable food production is the key 
issue in feeding large populations in 
the region. Innovative research that 
provides viable varieties to farmers 
will ensure their incomes. Moreover, 
Asia-Paci!c countries are rich in crop 
genepools and small- and medium-
sized breeding companies contribute 
signi!cantly in providing performing 
products to farmers.

IPR laws have been enacted in this 
region in different countries over the 
past two decades, but many countries 
are only at the implementation stage, 
while countries in Europe and North 
America have mature IPR systems that 
include patent regimes. Innovators in 
APSA countries have only moved  
slowly towards the protection of their 
own research products.

How the IPR Paper Came About: 
After understanding the trade situation 
between small- and medium-sized 
breeding companies and the need to 
protect plant innovations in Asia Paci!c 
countries, Mr. Uday Singh, Chairman of 
Namdhari Seeds, presented a paper on 
IPR to APSA in 2011. He was appointed 
Chair of an IPR working group (IPRWG), 
Terms of Reference were prepared and 
12 members nominated to the group. 
The IPRWG !rst met at ASC 2012 in 
Bali and again at ASC 2013 in Kobe; at 
the latter event, Mr. Singh nominated 
myself as chairman of the IPRWG 
group to !nalise the draft paper. 

At ASC 2014 in Macau, I presented the 
!rst draft paper and the IPRWG started 
preparing a !nal draft to be circulated 
among its members. Via conference 
calls, key members of the group - Mr. 
Francois Burgaud, Dr. N. Anand, Ms. 
Anke van den Hurk, and Mr. Tsukasa 
Kawikami - completed the !nal draft. 

In May 2015, APSA invited all 
stakeholders to an IPR Workshop  
in Bangkok, at which presentations 
and discussions were held with  
UPOV, ITPGRFA, CPVO (Community 
Plant Variety Of!ce), ISF, ASTA, and 

national seed associations (NSAs)  
in APSA’s member countries, which 
helped the IPRWG put the position 
paper in the right perspective. 

After discussions, the IPRWG, aided 
by NSA’s suggestions, prepared 
the !nal draft for APSA’s EC. After 
approval from the EC, a draft was put 
on the APSA website for members to 
consider. Comments from members 
and seed associations were discussed 
and incorporated into the draft by the 
IPRWG. A !nal draft was presented to 
the EC and it was decided to present 
the paper at the General Assembly 
Meeting at ASC 2015 in Goa, India  
for approval. The IPR paper was 
accepted at the GAM and is now 
APSA’s of!cial position paper on IPR 
and the exchange of plant genetic 
resources under different treaties.

Main Points of the IPR Paper: APSA 
recognises both UPOV acts (1978 and 
1991) but encourages countries to 
implement the UPOV 1991 Act. APSA 
also suggests that its member countries 
harmonise their NDUS systems and 
share information on protected varieties 
within the APSA region. APSA also 
suggests incorporating pest and 
disease resistance as one of the  

criteria for DUS and the use of DNA 
markers for EDV identi!cation. 

Farmers’ privilege is a key component 
of the APSA position paper and APSA 
suggests that it should be followed as 
provided in UPOV 1991 act. Regarding 
patents, APSA believes that protection 
of a variety is done to reward the 
innovators and also protect their 
!nancial interest. Equally important 
is to ensure that further research and 
innovations are not blocked and that 
biological material should be available 
and new re-combinations should be 
available to farmers. APSA believes 
that the products coming out of natural 
biological processes and native traits 
transferred through conventional 
breeding should not be patented.  
The scrutiny of patents should be  
very stringent so that only those 
products that strictly ful!ll the criteria  
of patentability are patented. 

APSA recommends rati!cation of 
ITPGRFA by all member countries so 
that plant genetic resources can be 
shared with SMTA under Multi-Lateral 
Systems. Access and Bene!t Sharing 
under the Nagoya Protocol is under 
discussion and perpetual payment 
obligations should be avoided. 

By Dr. Arvind Kapur, Chair of APSA Standing 
Committee on IPR & Biodiversity
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PSA MEMBERSHIP

SWARNA SEEDS
16, India Exchange Place, 
3RD Floor,
Room No – 6, Kolkata, 
India 700001
Email: swarnaseeds1@
gmail.com

SRI RAMA AGRI GENETICS 
INDIA PVT LTD.
1101/A, Babukhan Estate, 
Basheerbagh
Telangana, Hyderabad, 
India 500002
Email: 
babusriramaseeds@ 
gmail.com

AGRIMATCO
26 Mithqal Al Fayez St., 
Jabal Amman,
3rd Circle, Amman, 
Jordan 431
Email: amc.qatar@
agrimatco-me.com

BEIJING DUOMEINONG 
AGRICULTURE
SCIENE TECHNOLOGY  
CO., LTD.
Room 2710 No 1 Building 
Duopu Center, no. 3 Yard,
No. 2 road, Xinghua Dajie, 
Daxing district, Beijing 
100026
Email: DMNseed@ 
163.com

ALPHASUN SEED LLC.
98 Main Street, PO Box 
1189, Arbuckle
USA 95912
Email: Nathan@
alphasunseed.com

A.B. & SONS, SEED & 
PESTICIDES
Shop # 10, Old Sabzi 
Mandi, Larkana,
Pakistan 77150
Email: abnsons10@ 
gmail.com

SEQ-ID
388 Armadale Ave, 
Toronto, Canada M6S 3X8
Email: charles@ 
seq-id.com

NONGWOO SEED  
INDIA PVT LTD.
C-12, 1st Cross, 
Yelahanka, Bangalore, 
India 560064
Emil: mhham@
nongwooseedindia.com

ABP GROUP OF COMPANIES
3/2 Samwa Road, 
Minburi, Bangkok, 
Thailand 10510
Email: agroabp@ 
yahoo.com

CALIFORNIA VEGETABKLE 
SEEDS LLC
POBox 2940 Ceres 
95307, California
USA 2940
Email: info@cvseeds.net 

WUHAN COMEGA  
SEED CO LTD.
No. 16 Yezhi Lake West 
Road, Hongshan District,
Hubei, Wuhan, China 
430070
Email: comegaseed@
comegaseed.com

DHANDEEP SEEDS
Survey No 37/1 Khondwa 
Pisoli Road,
Opposite Hotel Balaji, 
Pisoli, Pune, India 411042
Email: dhruva@
dandeepseeds.com

TIANJIN KERNEL VEGETABLE
RESEARC INSTITUTE
Haitai Development Road 
No.1 Xiqing District, 
Tianjin City, China 300384 
Email: 371738424@
qq.com

KUCUK CIFTLIK 
TOHUMCULUK
Ege Mah Avarlar Sok No. 
34/B, Balikesir. Turkey 
10050
Email: serkan.baysal@
kucukciftlik.com

ALL LUCKY SEED CO LTD.
3F, No. 22, Huai-Ning St., 
Taipei, Chinese Taipei 
10046
Email: all.lucky@ 
msa.hinet.net

KALASH SEEDS  
PRIVATE LIMITED.
Mantha Road, Jalna, India 
431203
Email: info@ 
kalashseeds.com

CROPIN TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS PVT LTD.
No. 681 , 1st Floor, 15th 
Cross , 100 Ft Road,
Jp Nagar 2nd Phase, 
Bangalore, India 560078
Email: krishna.kumar@
cropin.in
 
UNIVEG SEED 
TECHNOLOGIES PVT LTD.
#1401, Babukhan Estate, 
Basheerbagh,
Hyderabad, India 500001 
Email: szshah@univeg.in

OASIS MARKETING CO PVT 
LTD.
No.03, Kotagedara 
Junction, Madapatha 
Road,
Piliyandala, Sri Lanka 
10306
Email: sumithoasis@
gmail.com
 
TEAM SEEDS PVT LTD.
Dabwali Road, Sirsa, 
India 125055
Email: teamseeds@
rediffmail.com

ENSO SEEDS
19-B Eden Value Homes, 
Multan Road,
Lahore, Pakistan. 53700
Email: info@ 
ensoseeds.com

ORGASEEDS
24- Mini Stadium, 
Sheikhupura Road,
Gujranwala, Pakistan 
52250
Email: orgaseeds@
hotmail.com

CHAMUNDA AGRO PVT LTD.
B-836/837, New Subzi 
Mandi, Azadpur,
New Delhi, India 110033
Email: info@
chamundaagro.com

DAYAL SEEDS
Km 10, Delhi Road, 
Partapur, Meerut, UP, 
India 250103
Email: seeds@ 
dayalgroup.com

OMAXE SEEDS
New Rama Seed Corp, 
115, Indra Market
Old Sabzi Mandi, Delhi, 
India110007
Email: nrsc.delhi@ 
gmail.com

GREEN RIVER AGRI  
SEED INC.
915 S Mason, Katy, 
Texas, USA 77450
Email: info@ 
gragriseeds.com

PRIME SEED CORPORATION
 Gray canal shahbaz pur 
road, Rahimyar khan, 
Pakistan 64200
Email: khurram74@
outlook.com

CS SEED CO LTD.
94/82 Watcharapol 1/3, 
Tha-rang, Bangkhen,
Bangkok, Thailand 10220
Email: apiradee.csseed@
gmail.com

GREEN CROP SEEDS
Khodat road, ward no - 5, 
Taluka - Junner, District - 
Pune,Maharashtra,
Naryangaon, India 410504
Email: yogesh_bhor2003 
@yahoo.co.in

NAMDHARI SIAM  
SEEDS CO LTD.
217, M- 3, T- Kileg, A- 
Maetang, Chiang Mai, 
Thailand 50150 
Email: usingh@
namdhariseeds.com

AGBIOCHEMSYS
#11/H, I Floor, Bajaj 
Layout, ITPL Main Road, 
Devasandra,
Krishnaraja Puram, 
Bangalore, Karnataka, 
India 560036
Email: muralibgl@ 
yahoo.com

CRONUS SEEDS
Hatem Building, 4th "oor, 
Zouk Mickael – Kesrouan, 
Lebanon 111222
Email: info@ 
cronusseeds.com

ROUSE & CO INTERNATIONAL 
(THAILAND) LIMITED.
Unit 1401-3 and 1408, 
14th Floor, Two Paci!c 
Place, 
142 Sukhumvit Road, 
Klongtoey, Bangkok, 
Thailand 10110
Email: fmattei@rouse.com

ADVANCED SEED 
TECHNOLOGY, S.L.
Calle Alvaro De Bazan 5 - 
Puerta 9, Valencia, Spain. 
46010
Email: mariaf@es.inter.net

GREEN WORLD  
GENETICS SDN. BHD.
NO.40, Jalan Kip 10, 
Taman Perindustrian Kip, 
Kepong,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
52200
Email: enquiry@
gwgenetics.com

RALLIS INDIA LTD.
2nd Floor, 3rd Block, 
KSCMF Building,
No.8, Cunningham Road, 
Bangalore, India 560052
Email: kulandaivel@ 
rallis.co.in

ULTRA SEED-TECH  
(INDIA) PVT LTD.
5-9-22/1, Adarsh Nagar, 
Shapoorwadi, Hyderabad, 
India 500063
Email: muralip2000@
yahoo.com

New APSA Members

PSA MATTERS

Kyrgyz!JICA Group Visits APSA
A group of seedsmen from 
Kyrgyzstan visited APSA’s 
headquarters in Bangkok on 
11 December as part of a fact-
finding mission to find out about 
the seed industry in the Asia-
Pacific region, and to discuss  
the role of APSA as a regional 
seed trade association.

The visit was part of a Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) project to promote technical 
cooperation between Japan and 
Kyrgyzstan, under the title ‘Project 
for Promotion of Exportable 
Vegetable Seed Production’, 
which was launched in June 
2013. The project is designed 
to facilitate local seed industry 
development by strengthening the 
public and private sectors in terms 
of inspection and certi!cation 
capacity, production skills and 
interfacing with the international 
seed business.

The project was implemented 
by JICA and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Melioration (MoAM).  
Commenting on the project, the head 
of MoAM’s agriculture department 
said in January 2014 that, “Japanese 
experience in this [seed] !eld will be 
actively used in our country.”

In April 2015, a new training facility 
opened at KOSS, an agricultural 
cooperative, and a second batch 
of seed production trainers joined 
a course to enhance their capacity 
as seed production trainers by 
introducing themselves to advanced 
technology and processes, as well 
as key techniques for cultivating 
quality vegetable seeds. 

The visitors included the Head of 
the Public Seed Fund (‘Tamchi’) 
Mr. Kulmurzaev Atykan, agricultural 
cooperative members and seed 
business owners. JICA’s Noboru 
Osato introduced the group to 
APSA’s Head of Technical Affairs,  

Dr. N.K. Dadlani, and Communications 
Of!cer, John Clewley. 

Several members of the touring party 
expressed interest in joining APSA 
and attending the next Asian Seed 
Congress in order to develop trading 
networks across the region. Also, all 
the members of the Kyrgyz group 
spoke of their interest in developing 
hybrid seed production, which was, 
they said, dif!cult due to a shortage 
of technical experts. The party invited 
APSA members to visit Kyrgyzstan 
to consider the potential there for 
vegetable seed production. 

JICA issues a bi-monthly newsletter 
on its projects in the Kyrgyz Republic 
in both Russian and English, which 
can be read online at: www.krjc.kg. 
More information at: www.jica.go.jp. 
An article on seed production in 
Kyrgyzstan, “Kyrgyz Seed Industry” 
appeared in the May/June 2015 issue 
of Asian Seed magazine. 
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EED FOR THOUGHT

My father, Heisan, was the first 
Japanese seedsman to join the 
ISF (FIS at that time). Later, he 
was elected as an ISF board 
member and asked to help play 
a role in developing the Asia 
region for seeds. When the FAO 
requested that the ISF support the 
formation of APSA in the region 
in order to secure a sustainable 
seed supply, the ISF asked him 
take the initial role in the project.

He went to several companies to 
meet his old friends and asked 
for their support. Mr. Manas 
Chiaravanond of Chia Tai and  
Mr. Simon Groot of East West Seed 
kindly responded and supported 
setting up the APSA secretariat  
in Bangkok. 

The !rst congress was held in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, under the 
umbrella of the FAO. APSA was 
small, and its members were mostly 
from government agencies, as only 

a few private companies had joined. 
When FAO decided to withdraw 
!nancial support, APSA’s existence 
was threatened. I do not know 
whether he took a leadership role, 
but I am sure that he was working 
hard for the association. 

He asked Hiroshi Kondo to stand  
for APSA president. In turn,  
Mr. Kondo and his APSA members 
successfully attracted seed 
companies to join APSA.  

He successfully lobbied for 
an APSA congress in Chiba, 
Japan, and in 2001 APSA hosted 
Congress in Chiba Prefecture with 
JASTA (Japanese Seed Trading 
Association), with my father  
chairing the organising committee. 

It was my !rst APSA congress  
and I was given responsibility for  
both JASTA and our seed company;  
it was my !rst time working together 
with APSA.

Unexpectedly, my father was 
diagnosed with stomach cancer in 
March 2011. I was informed from 
the doctor that he might die before 
the APSA Congress in Chiba.

I thought that he was going to 
withdraw from the organising 
committee, but JASTA members 
kindly asked him to carry on  
and support the preparations.  
I still believe that this is the main 
reason he lived past Congress  
and survived to the following  
April when the cherry blossoms 
were blooming.

I believe that my father was very 
satis!ed, not only for the success of 
the congress, but he was also happy 
to give something back to those 

A Family History in APSA
By Madoka Koshibe, Former APSA President and President, Mikado Kyowa Seed

who had supported APSA’s success. 
He was always saying that a man 
could only be alive when favour  
and obligation were there.

The Next Generation
Mr. Kondoh, Mr. Hatsuda and JASTA 
members nominated me to APSA’s 
executive committee, although 
privately I felt that I did not have 
suf!cient experience. But they had 
done so much for APSA and the 
seed business, so I felt I had to  
do my best.

And once again I received support 
and help, as the other candidate, 
Dr. Mimicpic, a founding member of 
APSA, withdrew and I was elected. 
Remembering my father’s words,  
I am determined to continue working 
as he would have liked me to, i.e. by 
repaying favours and support.
 
I started my APSA life as an EC 
member and learned a lot working 
under various presidents, particularly 
Mr. Willy Co, and because of that, 
I was ready to take on the role of 
APSA President at the Hyderabad 
Congress in 2008; I was not afraid 
because I had had 10 years of 
experience working with many 
presidents, EC members and the 
staff in the secretariat. But, I have 
to admit that whenever I needed 
support, someone always appeared 
ready to help.

I would like to conclude by 
expressing my appreciation to all 
those people who have supported 
the association and its future (not 
their own). These are the people 
who are working to make the seed 
industry healthy and sustainable. 
For myself, I am just going to try to 
continue giving back and returning 
the favours you have given me. www.apsaseed.org



East-West Seed harnesses the power of innovation to develop 
new vegetable varieties, apply the latest seed technologies, 
and share knowledge that will improve the business of 
smallholder farmers in the tropics.

Check out some of our exciting products by downloading the 
East-West Seed app, available on iOS and Android.

Scan here to download
the app for iOS and Android


