Korea Seed Expo goes virtual
Due to the ongoing pandemic,
the 4th Korea Seed Expo will be
held in a virtual format over a
three-week period. To ﬁnd out
more, Asian Seed spoke with
the Foundation of Agricultural
Technology Commercialization
and Transfer (FACT), one of the
event's lead organizers:
What is the theme of the expo?
• The theme for the 2020 KOREA SEED
EXPO is “Seed, Hope for the future,”
which contains a message about the
infinite potential of the seed industry.

When and how can participants
join the virtual exhibition?
Various virtual exhibitions of the expo
can be viewed at the expo's webpage
www.koreaseedexpo.com from October 15 to
November 11.

Who can attend?
The 2020 KOREA SEED EXPO is open for
everybody who wants to visit the site.
At this expo, we will have 72 seed and
related companies showing their varieties
and products.

How to register and attend?
When you visit the website, you can enter
the 2020 KOREA SEED EXPO. It’s free
for all participants.

How will it be organized,
what are the features and
highlights?
After entering the virtual Expo, you can
find five towns:
* Media Town: Here, visitors can
watch video clips of welcoming and
congratulatory speeches, and find
various seed-related information.
*Seed Company Town: Here, you can
get an introduction to 59 companies
(seeds and agricultural) exhibiting in the
Expo, including info about their products.
By clicking the logo of the participating
company, you can go to the company's
booth and find product and service info.
*Seed Story Town: Here, you can find
‘Theme Hall’ and ‘Best Variety Hall’.
In Theme Hall, there will be content
relaying the importance of seeds, and
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Even thought the 4th Korea Seed Expo will be virtual, it will feature all the elements of the
in-person event, including variety demonstrations, booths and business meetings.

on seed industry development projects.
In 'Best Variety' hall, you can find out
about award-winning varieties this year.
*Seed Agency Town: In this town,
we have halls for seed agencies,
such as RDA (Rural Development
Administration), KSVS (Korea Seed and
Variety Service) and FACT (Foundation of
Agri.Tech. Commercialization & Transfer)
*Demonstration Field Town: As its
name suggests, here is where you can
virtually visit actual variety demonstration
fields and trials. In total, there we will
feature 419 varieties of 27 crops including
various vegetables and food crops.

Anything else to to mention?
The 2020 KOREA SEED EXPO also
has a separate hall, which links to the
‘BuyKorea’ website of the Korea TradeInvestment Promotion Agency (KOTRA),
which is a portal for international
buyers. Additionally, through
collaboration with KOTRA, we will
organize virtual B2B meetings during
the Expo.

How has the (domestic and
international) seed industry

in Korea been affected by the
pandemic?
• After the COVID-19 pandemic, we
all are suffering from the restrictions in
economic activities and traveling. The
seed industry in Korea is facing problems
in R&D, production and sales, especially
in international cases. In addition,
as the pandemic situation seems to
be persisting, the consumption of
agricultural products may be decreasing,
and there is a cascading effect on the
seed industry. Indeed, this is a huge
challenge, not only for Korea but the
global seed industry.

What are FACT's expectations
and plans for the future of the
Korean seed industry?
To support seed companies which
have difficulties in seed export, FACT is
trialing the 'Korean Smart Farm Package'
project, which incorporates a set of
technologies, including for seeds.
As we are also facing climate change,
The Smart Farm Project will be a new
opportunity for the seed industry.

